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Jiamao language 


Jiamao (Chinese: JOBc; piny in: Jiamao, Jiamao; also n Tai or II 
5qz'[3][4]) j s a Kra-Dai language or possible language isolate spoken 
in southern Hainan, China/ 5 ^ 6 ] Jiamao speakers' autonym is 


Classification 


Jiamao was long thought to be one of the Hlai languages, which are 
a subgrouping of the Kra-Dai family, but its many divergent words 
eventually lead Graham Thurgood (1992) to suggest that it might 
have an Austroasiatic substratum. Norquest (2007) identified various lexical items in Jiamao that do not 
reconstruct to Proto-Hlai and later firmly established it as a non-Hlai language/ 9 ] Hsiu (2018)^°] notes that 
Jiamao also contains various words borrowed from an unknown, currently extinct Tibeto-Burman branch. 
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(52,000 cited 
1987)! 1 ] 
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family 

Kra-Dai 

■ Hlai-Jiamao 
(?) 

■ Jiamao 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

jio 

Glottolog 

jiaml236 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/jiaml2 
36) P] 


In the 1980s, Jiamao was spoken by 50,000 people in central and south-central Hainan, mostly in Jiamao 
Township (JPBcIfl) in Baoting Li and Miao Autonomous County. It shares less than half of its lexicon with 
the Hlai languages/ 11 ] 

In Lingshui Li Autonomous County, Jiamao is spoken in Benhao A ^, Nanping M , Wenluo ^, 
Zuguan tfi/c, Longguang P^f 1- , and Tianzi ESI?/ 12 ] In Lingshui County, Jiamao is known as Tai o, and is 
also known as Sai § or Jiawd In Qiongzhong Li and Miao Autonomous County, it is spoken in 

Zhongping Town and Shengpo Farm in a total of 30 villages/ 13 ] 

There are four Jiamao dialects/ 14 ^ 15 ] namely Jiamao tlPBe, Liugong A , Tianzi HI?, and Qunying 

H/ 4] 

Jiamao is spoken in the following villages and townships of southern Hainan/ 16 ] 

■ Baoting Li and Miao Autonomous County 

■ Jiamao Township J] 

■ Liugong Township A 




























■ Shiling Town ifZvtM (in Jie and Shisheng villages) 

■ Lingshui Li Autonomous County 

■ Longguang Town Pif 1- !! 

■ Benhao Town 

■ Sanya H5E TfJ 

■ Haitangwan Town (northeastern part: in Longtoucai Xiepei tifriBfa, and 

Maohou villages) 

The Liaoergong 0~ ^ dialect is documented in Huang (2011).^ 

Further reading 

■ Hsiu, Andrew. 2017. The origins of Jiamao (https://sites.google.com/site/msealangs/home/blo 
g/iiamaq). 

■ Lang, Alang 2006. ? (http://bbs.tianya.cn/post-360-1314- 

l.shtml) 

■ Dong, Yaling iHEAp. 2012. ? (http://lizu.baike.com/article-376257.ht 

ml). 

■ Huang, Quan fttX. 2011. Chinese-Hlai dictionary (Sai dialect) [>X^ : ? : ^(S^"B')]. Kunming: 
Yunnan People's Press Kj5£tijM±. ISBN 978-75367-4971-9 

■ Yang, Wenping 2016. Chinese-Hlai dictionary: Tai dialect (Lingshui) / n'Alt 

(Pl7k). Nanhai Publishing Company ISBN 978-7-5442-8130-0 

■ Zeng, Kewen Liang Zhenzhen 2016. The Li ethnic group: Sai dialect / H 

AU. Nanhai Publishing Company ISBN 978-7-5442-8364-9 

■ Yang, Yiqi WMM. 2014. A Study of Core Personal Pronouns in Li Language 

Journal of Hainan Normal University No. 145, Vol. 27. 

See also 

■ Jiamao vocabulary lists (Wiktionary) 
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